








from Orissa State Coastal Zone
Management Authority (OSCZMA)
and adequate land area of 1,200
acres for achieving the financial
closure. The investigations and
engineering plan for Phase II
development, say officials, have been
vetted by IIT Madras and are ready
for implementation.

Also, the expert committee of the
Ministry of Environment & Forest
(MoEF), during its meeting early this
year, recommended environmental
clearance under the EIA Notification,
but the clearance order is awaiting
recommendation from the OSCZMA.
“We expect to obtain the final
environmental clearance by the end
of September. The phase-II
development would commence
immediately thereafter,"
Mahimananda Mishra informs.

Environmental concern

The government apparently is taking
stock of the port’s impact on the

such a high mortality rate. It is more
difficult for an already endangered
species,” he voices concern.

But port officials do not buy the
argument. They say the mass nesting
site is far away from the port. “As per
our assessment, there would be no
impact of the port's expansion
activities on the turtles,” they state

! S AYS categorically. Yet, the port will be
Ensuring ecosytem: A balancing act. spending Rs 27 crore to check beach

erosion in and around Gopalpur, says
ecosystem, especially on the fate of M M Moharana, director
the famed Olive Ridley turtles. (operations). The authorities are also

According to environmental activists ~ Planning to revive the fishing jetty
and wildlife experts, thousands of lying defunct for years. The jetty is
Olive Ridleys move to the mouth of being developed following a demand
the Rushikulya River — their annual by the fishing community to protect

nesting site, about 17 km from the them from the fury of the sea.

port site. Port expansion could spell As the port authorities anxiously
doom for them. Biswajit Mohanty, await the green signal to get started,
secretary of the Wildlife Society of judicious nurturing of nature could
Orissa fears that the mass nesting of be the key to their corporate social
the sea turtles may vanish as responsibility. The charm of Gopalpur
dredging could lead to soil erosion at ~ may no longer be rustic enough, but
the beach. “No species can survive the port can still be endearing. @3

WE BELIEVE REPUTATION IS @,‘:Eﬂ_g_:_
BUILT THROUGH ACTION

Geographysimplified

¢ NVOCC OPERATIONS.

¢ WORLDWIDE CONSOLIDATOR & DE-CONSOLIDATOR.
¢ PROJECT CARGO HANDLING.

¢ CONTAINER FREIGHT STATIONS.

¢ WAREHOUSING.

¢ AIRFREIGHT.

¢ TERMINAL HANDLING.

¢ CONTAINER | GENERAL CARGO TRANSPORTATION.

¢ CRANE, FORKLIFT AND REACH- STACKER RENTAL.

¢ BASE MANAGEMENT FOR OIL & GAS INDUSTRY.
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